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	Jurisdiction
	Question(s)

	
	I’m curious as to which states accept Trade Names to be filed where the Trade Name is a person’s name (First, Middle, Last) only.  For those that reject them, please advise as to the authority by which you are able to reject them, i.e., statute, rule, other.  

	Manitoba
	

	Corporations Canada
	

	Alabama
	

	Alaska
	

	Arizona
	

	Arkansas
	

	California
	

	Colorado
	

	Connecticut
	       

	Delaware
	

	District of Columbia
	In DC we will not accept the trade name that has person’s name (legal; name) only. 

We have statutory restriction on these types of registration. If customer add something else to the trade name we will accept it (for ex., John Jones will not be permissible but John Jones Daycare will be ok).

Definition of trade name excludes true and real name of all persons conducting business.

	Florida
	Florida accepts fictitious name registrations containing a person’s name, as we have no authority to reject them.  We have no statutory filing requirements for tradenames.  

I am guessing the filings you are receiving are the tradename is all caps and the owner, if you will, is in upper and lower case.

	Georgia
	Georgia trade names are filed within the counties and not our office.

	Hawaii
	Hawaii does register trade names as a person’s name.    We do not have a restriction on personal name registrations.

	Idaho
	

	Illinois
	

	Indiana
	Indiana is the same as Kansas.

	Iowa
	

	Kansas
	Kansas does not require/allow trade names to be filed with the state.

	Kentucky
	

	Louisiana
	Louisiana is the same as Nevada. To see statute go to: http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=104225 

	Maine
	

	Maryland
	

	Massachusetts
	See Massachusetts’ answer below:

If the trade name is being registered for the purposes of a d/b/a name those are registered at the local city or town hall clerk’s office. 

However, trade names may register with the Corporations Division in connection with a Trademark or Service Mark. In those instances, some marks have been registered where the words are a person’s name.

	Michigan
	

	Minnesota
	

	Mississippi
	

	Missouri
	

	Montana
	

	Nebraska
	

	Nevada
	This would be allowed in Nevada as long as the name is that of the applicant.

	New Hampshire
	

	New Jersey
	

	New Mexico
	

	New York
	

	North Carolina
	

	North Dakota
	North Dakota law does not permit the registration of a trade name with the individual’s names as described in your email. Here is the link to the statute, which is NDCC § 47-25-01 (specifically subsection 1).

	Ohio
	Ohio accepts individual’s names as trade name registrations.  We have no law or policy to reject these filings.

	Oklahoma
	

	Oregon
	

	Pennsylvania
	

	Rhode Island
	

	South Carolina
	

	South Dakota
	

	Tennessee
	

	Texas
	

	Utah 
	

	Vermont
	

	Virginia
	

	Washington
	

	West Virginia
	

	Wisconsin
	 

	Wyoming
	


Additional comments:
Full text of email:
All,

I’m curious as to which states accept Trade Names to be filed where the Trade Name is a person’s name (First, Middle, Last) only.  For those that reject them, please advise as to the authority by which you are able to reject them, i.e., statute, rule, other.  

Thanks in advance,

Pat

Patricia A. Viverto, Director

Business Services Division

Arizona Secretary of State Michele Reagan

Office:  (602) 542-3060

Fax:  (602) 542-4366

e-mail:  pviverto@azsos.gov 
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