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	Jurisdiction
	Question(s)

	
	1.) Is there a grace period for an entity to file the annual/biennial report following the deadline? If so can the entity receive a certificate of good standing during that time?
2.) At what point following failure to file an annual/biennial report will an entity be administratively dissolved?
3.) After entity fails to file an annual/biennial report (including any grace period) but prior to actual administrative dissolution (e.g. during the notice period), can an entity still receive a certificate of good standing?

	Manitoba
	

	Corporations Canada
	

	Alabama
	

	Alaska
	

	Arizona
	 

	Arkansas
	

	California
	

	Colorado
	1.) Colorado no longer has a grace period on filing annual reports.  Annual reports must be filed online and are filed as soon as the filer hits “Submit” so there is no need to watch dates received in mail, postmarks, time to correct rejections, etc.  A certificate of good standing is available as long as the entity is in a status of Good.
2.) Colorado statutes were changed October 1, 2005 to put entities in a status of Delinquent rather than administratively dissolving them.  We do have some entities that are still administratively dissolved that occurred prior to October 1, 2005 and have not reinstated.  For the timeline on filing annual reports and status changes, see the next answer.
3.) Annual reports are due based on the anniversary month that the entity first filed in our office.  Two months prior to the anniversary month, the annual report can be filed.  The due date is two months after the anniversary month giving the entity a filing period of 5 months.
If the annual report is not filed by that date, the entity status is changed to Noncompliant and a late fee is added to the annual report filing fee.  A certificate of good standing is not available.  The annual report can be filed in the Noncompliant status for another two months paying the filing fee and the late penalty.

If the annual report is not filed by that date, the entity status is changed to Delinquent.  The annual report can no longer be filed; the entity can file a Statement Curing Delinquency to get the entity back to a Good status.  While the status is Delinquent, a certificate of good standing is not available.

	Connecticut
	       See additional comments below

	Delaware
	

	District of Columbia
	1.) Yes we have a grace period which is 5 months from the deadline; deadline is April 1st and biennial report will late fees must be filed by August 31st; customer cannot get a good standing certificate if report is not filed.
2.) In DC revocation date is first business day of September of any given year (5 months after April 1st deadline).
3.) No

	Florida
	1.) The annual reports are late after May 1 each calendar year.  The grace period includes a $400 dollar late fee in addition to the annual report fee, except non-for-profit corporations.  Not-for-profits only pay the annual report fee. They can get a certificate after May 1 which states they have paid all fees due this office through December 31 of the year the last annual report was filed.
2.) Entities are dissolved the 4th Friday in September for failing to file the current year annual report.
3.) They can get a certificate after May 1 which states they have paid all fees due this office through December 31 of the year the last annual report was filed.

	Georgia
	1.) Annual registrations are due each year between Jan. 1st and April 1st. Domestic corporations must file their initial AR within 90 days if they incorporate before Oct. 2nd. If the AR is not filed on or before Apr. 1st, a $25 late fee is added.
2.) After a year being delinquent, we will send out a notice to admin dissolve. On the 61st day after the notice the entity is dissolved.
3.) No, the delinquency must be corrected before a certificate can be issued.1

	Hawaii
	1.) No
2.) The entity will be administratively dissolved if their annual reports are not filed after two or more years.
3.) No

	Idaho
	

	Illinois
	

	Indiana
	

	Iowa
	

	Kansas
	1.) Entities are given a 90-day grace period from the filing due date to file the annual report.  After the grace period has ended, they must reinstate by paying a $35 filing fee and an $85 penalty.  No to part two.
2.) See above

3.) No, once an entity has missed the filing deadline they must file the annual report and, if forfeited, the reinstatement fees, before a certificate of good standing can be issued.

	Kentucky
	

	Louisiana
	1.) No
2.) 3 years

3.) No

	Maine
	

	Maryland
	

	Massachusetts
	

	Michigan
	

	Minnesota
	1.) We currently have been giving a grace period and that grace period has varied throughout the years. Until the administrative dissolutions occur, good standing certificates will be issued on any active entity. We will accept the past-due annuals up until the administrative dissolution action occurs.  Good standing certificates are issued on any active entity.
2.) Once the mail annuals are caught up, the office will then make the decision to run administrative dissolution. The administration dissolution run date has varied each year.
3.) Yes

	Mississippi
	

	Missouri
	

	Montana
	1.) Yes. Between April 15 and September 1 the company has a grace period where they are still in good standing until we send out the notice of intent to dissolve which changes their status in our system.
2.) for Domestics 90 days after the intent notices are sent, December 1,  Foreign companies have 60 days after the notice, or November 1st when they will be administratively dissolved.
3.) They can still get a certificate of fact, (long form), but it will state they have not filed their current AR and are active but not currently in good standing.

	Nebraska
	

	Nevada
	 

	New Hampshire
	

	New Jersey
	

	New Mexico
	

	New York
	

	North Carolina
	1.) The statute an annual report is not delinquent until 120 days after the due date.  The entity can receive a certificate of good standing during this time.
2.) For Business Corporations the Notice of Grounds is posted and mailed 10 months after the due date.  This takes into consideration the definition of delinquent (120 days) and the fact a business corporation can extend their tax filing with the Department of Revenue, this is also an automatic extension to file the annual report.  Therefore they get 10 months before the Notice goes out.  If there is no response, the certificate of adm. dissolution is posted and mailed 60 days later. For LLCs and LLPs, a notice is mailed out in October for the April due date.  If there is no response, they are adm. dissolved in December of the same year the report was due.
3.) Currently that is the case.  However, we are discussing alternate text for the certificate of existence to indicate the deficiency as to its standing.

	North Dakota
	

	Ohio
	Ohio does not require annual reports, however, if the entity is listed as active on our records, then they can obtain a certificate of good standing.  For the LLPs and Professional Associations that must submit a biennial report, they are given a 30 day grace period to submit the delinquent report prior to us cancelling their records.  During the grace period they are still “active” and therefore they can obtain a certificate of good standing.  When the entity is cancelled, then they must reinstate prior to receiving a certificate of good standing.  

	Oklahoma
	

	Oregon
	

	Pennsylvania
	

	Rhode Island
	1.) Entities are given a 30-day grace period from the filing due date to record the annual.  After the grace period has ended, a late filing penalty of $25 is added to the filing fee. Yes to part two.
2.) We issue a 60-day revocation notice within 90-days of the annual report due date.  If the entity fails to comply with the notice, a Certificate of Revocation is issued within 30-60 days of the expiration of the notice.
3.) Yes.  An entity can obtain a good standing at any point prior to issuance of the 60-day revocation notice.

	South Carolina
	

	South Dakota
	

	Tennessee
	1.) The deadline for annual reports in Tennessee is 4 months after the end of the entity's fiscal year.  Because most entities use a calendar fiscal year, the deadline is thus April 1.  For the entities with an April 1 due date, we administratively dissolve the entity in early August if they continue to fail to file the AR, so we are giving them just over 4 months after it is due before we take action.  They can still receive a certificate of good standing up until they are administratively dissolved.  However, the certificate of good standing will note that the entity has not filed the most recent annual report.  In Tennessee, a certificate of good standing is called a certificate of existence.  
2.) About 120 days after the due date.  
3.) Yes, but the certificate of good standing will note that the entity has not filed the most recent annual report.  Once the entity has been administratively dissolved, we will no longer issue the certificate.  

	Texas
	

	Utah 
	1.) In Utah we have a five-day grace period before the entity becomes "delinquent" but they can receive a certificate of good standing (existence) but it will state "delinquent" rather than "active."

2.) Sixty days is the delinquency period then it becomes "expired" or "administratively dissolved."
3.) Yes, the entity can still receive the certificate during the delinquent period, but not after the dissolution period.

	Vermont
	

	Virginia
	1.) Annual reports are due by the last day of the anniversary month in which the corporation was incorporated or registered.  There is four-month grace period after the annual report due date.  After the due date, the corporation is not in good standing until it files an annual report.
2.) If the corporation has not filed an annual report by the end of the four-month grace period, its existence is terminated, if it is a Virginia corporation, or its certificate of authority to transact business in Virginia is revoked, if it is a foreign corporation.
3.) no

	Washington
	1.) Annual reports are due each year during the anniversary month of original filing. If the annual report is not filed, a notice is mailed on/about the 15th of the month with a 60 day notice to file the annual report with the annual fee + a $25 delinquency fee.
2.) The actual dissolution happens on the 1st of the month following the 60 day delinquency notice expiration.
3.) No, the delinquency must be corrected before a certificate can be issued.

	West Virginia
	

	Wisconsin
	 

	Wyoming
	


Additional comments:
CONNECTICUT:

1.) NO GRACE PERIOD. CT USES “CERTIFICATE OF LEGAL EXISTENCE,” WHICH CERTIFIES THAT THE ENTITY IS UP-TO-DATE ON ALL ANNUAL FILINGS. AS SUCH, WE CANNOT ISSUE A CERTIFICATE UNLESS THE ENTITY IS UP-TO-DATE. WE INTERPRET THAT TO MEAN THAT WE CANNOT AFFORD A GRACE PERIOD TO ENTITIES BEHIND IN REPORTS AND REQUESTING CERTIFICATES.
2.) UNDER RECENTLY PASSED PUBLIC ACT 14-154, WHICH REINSTATES (AFTER 20 YEARS!) THE SECRETARY’S AUTHORITY TO DISSOLVE ENTITIES FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, ALL STANDARD (PROFIT) ENTITIES MUST BE DELINQUENT FOR A FULL YEAR BEFORE THE SECRETARY MAY INITIATE THE DUE PROCESS NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE, WHEREAS NONSTOCK CORPORATIONS MUST BE DELINQUENT FOR TWO FULL YEARS BEFORE THE SECRETARY MAY INITIATE THE DUE PROCESS NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE PRECEDING AN ADMINISTRATIVE DISSOLUTION. THE DUE PROCESS NOTIFICATION GIVES THE ENTITY 90 DAYS TO CURE BEFORE THE DISSOLUTION IS FILED.
3.) NO. BECAUSE OUR CERTIFICATE INCLUDES LANGUAGE CERTIFYING TO THE FACT THAT THE ENTITY IS UP-TO-DATE WITH ALL ANNUAL FILINGS, WE WILL NOT ISSUE A CERTIFICATE OF LEGAL EXISTENCE AT ANY TIME AFTER AN ANNUAL REPORT BECOMES DUE AND IS IN DELINQUENCY. AN ENTITY NEEDS TO “CATCH UP” ON ITS BACK-OWED REPORTS IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF LEGAL EXISTENCE. AS YOU CAN IMAGINE, THIS DOES GIVE US SOME “SOFT TEETH” TO ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE, SHORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE DISSOLUTION.

Full text of email:
Hi, IACA-friends!

I have been asked to circulate a few quick questions about certificates of good standing and whether your state still issues them for a period of time, even if required reporting by the entity is delinquent.  

•
Is there a grace period for an entity to file the annual/biennial report following the deadline? If so can the entity receive a certificate of good standing during that time?

•
At what point following failure to file an annual/biennial report will an entity be administratively dissolved? 

•
After entity fails to file an annual/biennial report (including any grace period) but prior to actual administrative dissolution (e.g. during the notice period), can an entity still receive a certificate of good standing? 

Thanks so much for any input you may be able to provide.

Best,

Leslie

Leslie Reynolds

Executive Director

National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS)

444 N. Capitol Street, NW Suite 401

Washington, DC  20001

202-624-3525

www.nass.org
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