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	In Hawaii, we freeze records when there is a dispute between parties within an entity.

Entity records are normally frozen upon written request of a disputing party.

There are also times when our Commissioner decides to freeze a record if warranted by

numerous officer/director changes which switch officers, directors, members, etc. back and

forth.  When a record is frozen, our office will no longer accept any filings until the freeze

is lifted.

Does your State have a similar procedure?

If yes, on what authority and under what circumstances is the record frozen?

	Manitoba
	

	Corporations Canada
	The legislation that we administer generally requires that as long as a form is filed in the prescribed form (meaning, it meets the requirements of the legislation and its regulations), Corporations Canada must accept it. So generally speaking we do not have authority to stop accepting filings for a corporation. In a few exceptional cases, we have received articles signed by a person who is alleged to not be a director or authorized officer of a corporation. In those cases, we have rejected the articles on the basis that the form does not meet the requirement that it be signed by a director or authorized officer of the corporation and we request additional proof that the person is in fact a director or authorized officer.  We have a little more flexibility with what information from the corporate record is published on our website. In a few cases of disputed filings, we have decided not to publish some corporate information (for example, the members of the board of directors) on our website until there is an agreement among the parties or a court order that clarifies what is in fact the correct corporate information.  However, even if it is not published on the website, the corporate information would always be available to the public if they were to order copies of the corporate record.

	Alabama
	

	Alaska
	

	Arizona
	In Arizona, at the Corp. Comm (not S.O.S.), we have the authority and we have done it in the past.  It gets sticky, especially when an annual report is due but, for example, an HOA has in-fighting.  We stopped doing any freezes or other “enforcement” actions in 2011.

	Arkansas
	

	California
	

	Colorado
	

	Connecticut
	       

	Delaware
	

	District of Columbia
	In DC we follow the same procedure as Utah and North Carolina.

If there is internal dispute we will put file on hold and refer parties to seek arbitration or court intervention.

	Florida
	In Florida, we wish we had that authority. A court order would do it but not from one of the disputing parties.

	Georgia
	Georgia doesn’t freeze records.

	Hawaii
	

	Idaho
	

	Illinois
	

	Indiana
	Indiana follows the same procedure Allison outlined below.

	Iowa
	

	Kansas
	We see this occasionally but don't get involved. The "harmed" party generally files a certificate of correction. This can go back-and-forth a number of times in till one of the parties takes the issue to court.

Generally the court doesn't order our office to do anything. The court order restricts the other party from filing another document.

	Kentucky
	

	Louisiana
	Louisiana is the same as Utah.

	Maine
	Maine does not have the authority to freeze records.  Those matters would need to be resolved in the courts.  

	Maryland
	

	Massachusetts
	

	Michigan
	

	Minnesota
	Minnesota does not freeze records. A court would have to order that.

	Mississippi
	

	Missouri
	

	Montana
	

	Nebraska
	

	Nevada
	Nevada does not freeze records when there is a dispute between parties “within” an entity.  That is left to the parties to resolve and if necessary, the courts.  

	New Hampshire
	

	New Jersey
	

	New Mexico
	

	New York
	

	North Carolina
	North Carolina does have a similar internal procedure, not a statutory procedure.  We also instruct the parties to seek judicial resolution.


	North Dakota
	

	Ohio
	Ohio is the same as Florida. A court order is our only option and I have not seen a court order instructing us to freeze a record so filings can be filed during a dispute and we would only act if a court told us to remove a record or cancel an entity.

	Oklahoma
	

	Oregon
	

	Pennsylvania
	Pennsylvania does not have the legal authority or technical ability to “freeze”/lock a record so that no filings can be accepted and indexed on that record. It would be nice to have the latter sometimes.

Like several other states, a court order is our only option to refuse or remove filings when there is a dispute between parties within an entity. And even then, the record is not locked, per se. It’s up to staff to see notes on the record and not process the filing.

	Rhode Island
	

	South Carolina
	

	South Dakota
	

	Tennessee
	

	Texas
	Texas does not freeze records.  We also have prior case law that holds that a court has no jurisdiction to enjoin the SOS from performing its ministerial and statutorily mandated duty to file a corporate document that meets filing requirements—like Ohio, occasionally, we might be involved in litigation where court may order us to void a filing.  

	Utah 
	Utah is more like North Carolina, we do put a hold on changes when there is a dispute that has no clear solution.  Once we get a court order we make the ordered changes.  We also have an email alert that folks voluntarily sign up for to let them know when changes occur - even the ones they make.

	Vermont
	

	Virginia
	

	Washington
	Washington State does not freeze records unless by court order. We also do not have authority as a non-regulatory agency.

	West Virginia
	

	Wisconsin
	 

	Wyoming
	


Additional comments:
Kristyne (Hawaii): A freeze can be removed when our division receives evidence regarding the rightful individuals by a: (1) statement

signed, agreed, and acknowledged by all of the individuals involved in the dispute; or (2) circuit court decision.

The delinquent annual reports with filing fees can be filed after the freeze is lifted.  The late penalty fees is

not assessed.
Kathy (Utah): Utah is similar to Hawaii in this but ours is called a "hold"
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