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	Jurisdiction
	Question(s)

	
	Do you collect the FEIN?

If yes, for what purpose do you collect it?

Do you collect the number voluntarily or by statutory authority?

Do you redact it from your public databases/filing images?

	Manitoba
	

	Corporations Canada
	

	Alabama
	

	Alaska
	

	Arizona
	 

	Arkansas
	

	California
	

	Colorado
	

	Connecticut
	We do NOT collect FEIN, specifically because we would have to use redaction services if we did.

We tried to lead an effort to find a common business ID# for all state business but were unsuccessful. We reasoned (magnanimously) that everyone should use our unique SOTS Business ID# as the common identifier because we are the gateway agency where entities start out. Our Department of Revenue Services did not want to join in our reindeer games because they deem the sharing of ANY INFORMATION AT ALL about an entity to be a violation of their sacred vow to protect “Taxpayer Confidential Information” (TCI – they even have an acronym for it!). The CT Department of Labor was similarly protective of its data, including federal NAICS codes. As you can imagine, it all unraveled fairly quickly from there…

So much for easy business access to state services and the potential for economic development coordination…  

	Delaware
	

	District of Columbia
	In DC we do not collect FEINs. If customer includes that information we do not redact.

Data sharing is very problematic across government agencies since everyone else is using FEINs but not us.

	Florida
	Florida does collect the FEIN required by statute.  We do not redact it from our filings.

	Georgia
	

	Hawaii
	

	Idaho
	

	Illinois
	

	Indiana
	

	Iowa
	

	Kansas
	Do you collect the FEIN?

No, but almost every other agency does so we have talked about requiring. We just don’t want to add impediments to creating a business entity. We are talking about creating a shared application with the Department of Revenue that a person to form a new business entity at the same time they are getting their business tax registration since they already ask for that information.

We do ask for the information on the annual report but we don’t data enter the information from paper filings.

If yes, for what purpose do you collect it?

Do you collect the number voluntarily or by statutory authority?

On the annual report it is optional.

Do you redact it from your public databases/filing images? 

No.

	Kentucky
	

	Louisiana
	Louisiana collects the information through our portal but does not store it. It is collected and pushed only to the Louisiana Department and Revenue for their usage.

	Maine
	

	Maryland
	

	Massachusetts
	

	Michigan
	

	Minnesota
	

	Mississippi
	

	Missouri
	

	Montana
	

	Nebraska
	

	Nevada
	 

	New Hampshire
	

	New Jersey
	

	New Mexico
	

	New York
	

	North Carolina
	 

	North Dakota
	

	Ohio
	Ohio does not collect that information, in fact, we have a law in place that requires our office to redact or reject a document if it contains a SSN/FEIN.  Like your office, it does make it difficult as we do not have a common identifier.  Unfortunately, we have not come up with a solution in Ohio at this time.

	Oklahoma
	

	Oregon
	

	Pennsylvania
	

	Rhode Island
	

	South Carolina
	

	South Dakota
	

	Tennessee
	

	Texas
	

	Utah 
	

	Vermont
	

	Virginia
	We do not collect FEINs; it’s not required by statute.  However, if one is included in a submission, it will be imaged.  Our statute regarding the redaction of personal identifiable information only extends to information related to an individual (e.g., SSN, date of birth, etc.)  To my knowledge, we have no authority to redact FEINs.

	Washington
	Washington Secretary of State does not collect the FEIN. 

However, we do have a unique identifier that is shared between several state agencies. It’s a 9 digit number assigned at registration (Unified Business Identifier “UBI”). Its primarily used by the Secretary of State, Department of Revenue, Employment Security, and Labor and Industries. The number is directly tied to the entity and shares the basic business information between agencies for consistent identification of the entity.

	West Virginia
	

	Wisconsin
	 

	Wyoming
	


Additional comments:
Full text of email:
Good afternoon!

I quickly checked past list serves, but couldn’t find a similar post.  Our office has been working with other state agencies on improving our communication and data sharing capabilities.  We are having difficulty finding a common identifier other than the FEIN, which we do not collect for all the obvious reasons.  I have a few questions:

Do you collect the FEIN?

If yes, for what purpose do you collect it?

Do you collect the number voluntarily or by statutory authority?

Do you redact it from your public databases/filing images? 

Thank you so much for your time!  Have a great weekend!!

Maureen

Maureen E. Ewing

Director of Business Services
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