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	Our legislation requires corporations to file an Annual Return each year to update their corporate information.  However, we’ve found over the years that the filing of that Annual Return is confused with the Tax Return which has to be filed with another federal department (Canada Revenue Agency).

1.
Does your corporate legislation contain a requirement to file an “annual filing” each year to update corporate information? What terminology do you use (Annual Return, Corporate Annual Return, Annual renewal…etc.)?

2.
Do you have cases of confusion with another type of filing (for example the Tax Return)? If yes, have you considered/implemented solutions to minimize that confusion?

	Manitoba
	

	Corporations Canada
	

	Alabama
	

	Alaska
	

	Arizona
	In Arizona, only corporations must file an ANNUAL REPORT once each year.  LLCs have no annual filing requirement.

While some people get confused, it isn’t many, and we don’t see this as a big issue for us.

	Arkansas
	

	California
	

	Colorado
	

	Connecticut
	       

	Delaware
	

	District of Columbia
	1.) We have biennial report that is required for all filing entities (8 organization types-llcs, corporations, partnerships, coops, trusts). First report is due the very next year form year of registration and then every two years thereafter.
2.) Yes. Many customers get it confused with either business license renewal and/or tax return. While license renewal is also on biennial basis tax return is filed annually. We used to have annual report filings but it was changed around 2000 to biennial reporting. Biennial report is much better since it allows a filing break for customers and to truly capture any changes.

	Florida
	Florida does require an annual report that updates information.  These reports are due for all corporations, limited liability companies and limited partnerships.  Reports are due starting Jan 1 through May 1 of each year. 

We on occasion have had confusion in reference to the corporate tax but have been able to explain the difference and it has worked so far.

	Georgia
	

	Hawaii
	1.) For corporations and LLCs the annual reports are required to be filed the next year after its registration.  Partnerships are required to file annual statements the next year after its registration.
2.) Yes our annual reports and statements are confused with a tax filing.   We send out quarterly news releases to inform and educate.

	Idaho
	

	Illinois
	

	Indiana
	

	Iowa
	

	Kansas
	

	Kentucky
	

	Louisiana
	Louisiana is the same as Minnesota.

	Maine
	

	Maryland
	

	Massachusetts
	1.) Massachusetts refers to these filings as Annual Reports.
2.) Generally, we do not see much confusion with Tax Returns and these filings. If there is confusion it is, like in other jurisdictions, seen in the first year, but after filing their first annual report the confusion is less.

	Michigan
	

	Minnesota
	1.) All business registrations are required to file an annual renewal. First annual renewal is due the very next year after the initial registration filing.
2.) Occasionally, some people are confused with their tax or license registration if one is required.  Once we explain the difference, then they understand and comply by filing the annual renewal on a timely manner.  

	Mississippi
	

	Missouri
	

	Montana
	1: Montana does require an Annual Corporation Report each year to be filed between January 1 and April 15 for all corporations and LLCs.

2: There is always confusion, especially with first time filers, as business owners many times will state that their accountant filed their annual report, when in fact they filed the taxes. Since the Secretary of State's office has nothing to do with taxes, we stress to our customers that the report is simply to update their registered agent information and corporate officer/director/member/manager information if necessary, and to confirm the company is still in business.

The businesses that have the most problems with it are usually the ones filing their first report, or the businesses that had one secretary or accountant that filed for years and then left. Normally, after they've filed one, the confusion is gone and they do very well.

For the majority of our customers, once they've filed the first report, confusing it with taxes is no longer an issue.

	Nebraska
	

	Nevada
	

	New Hampshire
	

	New Jersey
	

	New Mexico
	

	New York
	

	North Carolina
	

	North Dakota
	

	Ohio
	

	Oklahoma
	

	Oregon
	

	Pennsylvania
	

	Rhode Island
	

	South Carolina
	

	South Dakota
	

	Tennessee
	

	Texas
	

	Utah 
	

	Vermont
	

	Virginia
	

	Washington
	

	West Virginia
	

	Wisconsin
	 

	Wyoming
	


Additional comments:
Full text of email:
Our legislation requires corporations to file an Annual Return each year to update their corporate information.  However, we’ve found over the years that the filing of that Annual Return is confused with the Tax Return which has to be filed with another federal department (Canada Revenue Agency).

1.
Does your corporate legislation contain a requirement to file an “annual filing” each year to update corporate information? What terminology do you use (Annual Return, Corporate Annual Return, Annual renewal…etc.)?

2.
Do you have cases of confusion with another type of filing (for example the Tax Return)? If yes, have you considered/implemented solutions to minimize that confusion?

Thanks very much for your input.
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